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Assembly Approves Three Bills So Far; Concerns Grow On Tier VI
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Compared to the Senate, the Assembly is moving at lightning speed so far this evening.

The Assembly has already approved both redistricting bills by relatively wide margins – 96-40 on the district lines and 117-12 on the amendment creating an independent redistricting panel - and the legalized gambling amendment, 93-43.

The Senate, meanwhile, is mired in a lengthy debate on the first redistricting bill.

Meanwhile, the controversial Tier 6 pension bill still has not been printed yet and there is concern among some Assembly insiders that it lacks the votes to pass.

James Yates, counsel to Speaker Sheldon Silver, was just on the floor of the Assembly pressing lawmakers for their votes on the bill.

“Both sides are pressing hard on this bill,” said one Assembly Democrat, referring to stiff union opposition to the pension bill.

Assembly Spokesman Michael Whyland played down the concern.

“I don’t think we are too worried,” Whyland said.
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